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The Ben Myers Ridge-A-Thon
Raising the Ridge for the Emergency Medicines Fund
What it is: The Ben Myers Ridge-A-Thon is an extreme ski/board fundraising event in
Taos Ski Valley in New Mexico, scheduled for March 16 and 17, 2018. The pledges
gathered support the Emergency Medicines Fund at the Taos Community Foundation.
The Ridge-A-Thon Story: Ridge-A-Thon was initiated in 1997 to assist with medical
expenses for the family of Ben Myers. Ben was a local extreme skier who passed away
tragically from cancer at age 26. Ben is still so fondly remembered by his community and
each year we take the time to continue the event in order to help others. Over the last 21
years, the Ridge-A-Thon has raised over $640,000 dollars to assist local people. Ben’s
family needed help managing the costs of his fight with cancer and hospice care, and the
Emergency Medicines Fund was created to hold the funds we raise each year with RidgeA-Thon. Funds raised are distributed by TCF in their annual grant cycles to nonprofits in
our community providing services in areas of basic needs and health.
How it works:
•
•
•

Three categories of competition to choose from
$200 minimum raised by March 16 per participant
Fun and Prizes for all!

Individual registrants choose a registration category and collect $200 minimum in
donations leading up to the event. Extreme Ridge Challengers hike up and hustle down
a menu of runs on the Ridge in Taos Ski Valley, as many times as they want to, racking
up a point per run toward their total of runs. Ridge-Raisers compete for fundraising
totals, rather than runs, but are expected to take at least one hike/run over the course of
the event. Hikes to distant Kachina Peak, are valued at triple points. The runs available
are determined by TSV patrol according to snow conditions at the time of the
competition. My Kinda Ridgers don’t have to ski or hike, they will fundraise and pick a
challenge for themselves on the mountain. The post-event awards celebration is held at
TSV on Saturday at 4pm. Prizes from our excellent sponsors will be given according to
total funds raised to participants in all three categories. Medals and honors in several age
and gender categories will be given to Extreme Ridge Challengers based on most runs
taken, and the legendary Borracho Award will be bestowed on the participant with both
the highest total of funds and # of runs in combination. All participants will receive a
commemorative t-shirt and have a chance to win prizes including K2 skis, Never Summer
snowboard, a 2018 Taos Ski Valley Pass, Volkl skis, Lange boots, and more!
For More of the Story: Visit raisetheridge.com, like us and stay in touch with the
community at https://www.facebook.com/RaiseTheRidge
To Join the Cause: Visit raisetheridge.com to read more about the event. Visit
https://secure.qgiv.com/event/benmyersridgeathon/ to register for the event and set up a
fundraising page.

22nd Annual Ben Myers Ridge-A-Thon
March 17 & 18, 2017 @ Taos Ski Valley
Rules and Guidelines
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

•

•
•
•
•
•
•

Provide participant information: name, address, phone and email must be provided and
clearly written (you can skip the paper and complete registration at
https://secure.qgiv.com/event/benmyersridgeathon/)
Participants are responsible for valid lift ticket(s).
Participants may choose to participate one or both days, for any amount of time.
Participant MUST have a total of, at least, $200 raised to participate.
Participants may register any time up to and including the morning of the event at the
Looking Glass inside TFK cafeteria at the Base area.
All proceeds benefit the Emergency Medicines Fund at Taos Community Foundation
(TCF).
Check-in will be held each morning from 8:00 to 9:30am in the Looking Glass. After
9:30am registration will be held at the top of Chair #2 at the entrance to the hike-to
terrain access.
If not registering and fundraising online: Bring completed registration packet with the
following forms FILLED OUT COMPLETELY and LEGIBLY:
- Participant Information Sheet
- Waivers
- Pledge Sheet(s) completed with any donations/pledges clearly marked with donor
name. Sheets will be returned, at the award-party, to those who have not collected all
their pledges. If you took all your donations online, we will have a report of your
donations, but if there are outstanding pledges, we will need to know about them and
the pledge sheet is still the best way to organize this. The higher your total pledges,
the more likely you’ll take the top prizes, so it pays to get good info that we can
follow up on.
You may form a team. $200 must be raised per individual registrant. The purpose of
teams is camaraderie and motivation. Runs are tallied individually. Funds raised may be
split among a team who fundraises together, but all individuals must raise at least $200.
For the purpose of awarding prizes and honors, all participants are individuals and a team
total will be split in half (or divided otherwise at your request) for use in determining
prize table draw.
All Ridge-A-Thon athletes are encouraged to ski in pairs by Taos Ski Patrol.
Costumes are always welcome, but beware of loose clothing on lifts and while skiing in
trees!
The competition opens with first chair at 9am.
The ridge closes at 2:00pm each day so you must begin your last hike prior to closure.
You do not have to check in at the base on Saturday morning if you registered and
checked in on Friday, but you can pick up snacks and turn in any new donations if you
have any and then head up and check in at the top of Chair 2 to start day two.
If at the close of the event on Saturday, Kachina Peak is open, participants may choose to
hike out to Kachina Peak at 2:00 before returning to base, which will count as 3 bonus

•
•
•

runs! (No Kachina Peak access for 2018)
An award-party will be held on Saturday at 4:00pm in in the Looking Glass/TFK
Cafeteria or other TSV location to be announced. Join us for music, free food, beer, and
wine and pick up your event t-shirt and prizes.
Prizes will be given to individuals with most funds raised in order from greatest to least.
Awards will be given based on most runs taken in several age and gender categories
dependent on participation, which are announced at the event awards party.
All participants are entered to win the Big Kahuna prizes of ski and snowboard
equipment from our industry sponsors.

Ideas for securing $200 in pledges:
1. Go to raisetheridge.com and click on Register Now. Click the Register for this Event button
and you’ll be prompted to complete the registration. You’ll then be able create your profile,
personalize your page, and start your fundraising campaign right from there. Begin by sharing on
social media.
2. Send email requests, or letters - see samples included in this packet.
3. Secure general pledges for participating in event, not specific to how many runs are completed
– it is generally easier for everyone.
4. Ask friends, family and co-workers. Know who you’re asking so that the ask is reasonable, or
ask the donor what their budget is, and be as realistic as possible about how many runs you might
be able to do. The goal is to collect the money, so give them every reason to want to support you.
- Keep track of any promised donations on the pledge sheets (attached) and make sure you
get complete contact information and clear pledge amounts. Keep an envelope to store
pledges and sheets and keep track of who has paid and who has not. This is incredibly
important to our bookkeeping.
- Donations collected before the event should be turned in to a Community Foundation rep
at morning check-in. Additional pledges may be turned during the after party. All donor
payments not received by the event must be received by TCF no later than 30 days after
the event.
- You are responsible for following up with donors after the event and getting pledges
turned in to TCF at https://secure.qgiv.com/event/benmyersridgeathon/ or by check.
To mail pledge payments:
Taos Community Foundation, PO Box 1925, Taos NM 87571
Or Donate Online at https://secure.qgiv.com/event/benmyersridgeathon/
If anyone needs assistance please have them contact Traci at TCF at 575.737.9300
Checks should be made out to Taos Community Foundation, memo line: Ridge2018 and
Athlete name

Sample Email Donation Request
Hello, my name is ________ and I am participating in the 2018 Ben Myers Ridge-AThon. The purpose of this event is to raise money for the Taos Community Foundation’s
Emergency Medicines Fund.
The fund exists to assist the Taos community in the areas of health and basic needs.
Through the Ridge-A-Thon we have raised more than $640,000 in donations over the
past 21 years to help our community. I will be hiking and descending the ridge at Taos
Ski Valley on March 16th & 17th and I am writing to ask for your support.
To donate to the cause and support my efforts please consider making a donation at
https://secure.qgiv.com/event/benmyersridgeathon/
If you would like more information on the 2018 Ben Myers Ridge-A-Thon or the
Emergency Medicines Fund please visit http://www.raisetheridge.com.
If you prefer to write a check, please make your check to Taos Community Foundation
and add Ridge-A-Thon and my name into the memo line. Checks can be mailed to Taos
Community Foundation, PO Box 1925, Taos NM 87571
Any donation over $25 receives a tax receipt and thank you letter confirming your gift.
If you have questions or want help making your donation please call the Foundation at
575.737.9300
Thank you,
(Name)

Participant Information
Please fill out completely and legibly
NOTE: Please keep track of the pledges you have collected prior to the event and
the ones you will collect after the event is over.
Please turn in any collected pledges at the party to TCF staff on Saturday, March
17th.

Name ________________________________________________
Age at time of competition _____ DOB ___/___/______
Address ______________________________________________
City, State, Zip _________________________________________
Telephone _____________________________________________
Email ________________________________________________
Competition Category:
__ Extreme Ridge Challenger
__ Ridge Raiser
__ My Kinda Ridger
Emergency Contact for the event weekend:
Name___________________ Phone ____________________

Participant Name:________________________________________________________

Ben Myers Ridge-A-Thon Taos Community Foundation
WAIVER & RELEASE OF LIABILITY
In consideration of the opportunity to participate in the Ben Myers Ridge-A-Thon, sponsored by
the Taos Community Foundation, the undersigned acknowledges, understands and agrees with
the following:
The undersigned participant and/or the undersigned parent or legal guardian of the participant
who is under the age of 18, on behalf of himself or herself or the member under the age of 18,
waive(s), release(s) and agree(s) to hold harmless Taos Community Foundation (TCF) members,
its affiliates, representatives, agents, officers, board members, sub-contractors, employees and
volunteers (“The Releasees”) from any and all liability to the undersigned and the personal
representatives, heirs, assigns, and family of the undersigned resulting from the voluntary
participation in this skiing event.
This waiver and release of liability by the undersigned applies to all activities related to the Ben
Myers Ridge-A-Thon. By signing this waiver:
1. I acknowledge that skiing entails both known and unanticipated risks that could result in
physical or emotional injury, paralysis, death, or damage to myself, to property, or to other
persons. Rocks, stumps, trees, other skiers, ice, difficult and changing snow conditions and other
hazards are part of the skiing experience. I also acknowledge that the terrain on which the RidgeA-Thon in held is particularly difficult, that it is very steep, that it contains cliff areas and unusual
hazards and that it is rated black diamond and double black diamond - for expert skiers/boarders.
I understand that the risks associated with these features cannot be eliminated without
jeopardizing the essential qualities of the activity.
2. I understand that the Ridge-A-Thon is a physically demanding event, that it involves hiking
and skiing at high altitude over difficult and hazardous terrain and that fatigue and other effects
resulting from the physical demands of these activities may increase the risks described above. I
understand that only I am in a position to determine my level of fitness and I represent that I am
capable of undertaking the tasks associated with the Ridge-A-Thon. My participation in the
Ridge-A-Thon is voluntary, the event is a charity fund raising activity, and I am free to stop
participating at any time. I accept all of the risks associated with participating in the Ridge-AThon.
The undersigned has/have read this Waiver and Release of Liability and has/have voluntarily
signed it, representing and warranting that the participant is at least 18 year of age or, in the
alternative, that the undersigned is the participant’s parent or legal guardian.
Date ___________ Participant Name ______________ Participant Signature _______________
PARENTAL CONSENT/WAIVER RELEASE OF LIABILITY
I, __________________ give permission for my child, ________________ to participate in the
program described above and I further agree to all the terms of the Waiver & Release of Liability
stated herein.
Parent/Legal Guardian print and sign _______________________________ Date ____________
PHOTO RELEASE
I certify that photographs or videotaping of me/my child participating in the Ben Myers Ridge-AThon may be reproduced and utilized in promotional activities, conference, workshop or other
media events.
Participant Name ____________ Participant Signature _________________ Date ___________

FULL AND COMPLETE RELEASE OF LIABILITY AND INDEMNITY AGREEMENT
NAME(print): _________________________________________________________ AGE:__________
SEX: M F
ADDRESS:________________________________CITY___________________ST_______
ZIP_____________
THIS IS A LIABILITY RELEASE - READ CAREFULLY BEFORE SIGNING:
I ACKNOWLEDGE that the supervised training, practices, unsupervised individual skiing and related
activities ( the “Event”), are HAZARDOUS activities and have many dangers and risks, including all
obstacles natural or manmade, marked or unmarked and I acknowledge that I have made a voluntary choice
to compete and/or participate in the Event DESPITE THE RISKS presented.
I REPRESENT AND WARRANT that I am at least eighteen (18) years of age, that I am a very skilled,
expert and experienced skier, that I am in good health, that I do not have any special physical or health
problems and that I have neither received nor made any special instructions regarding my participation
and/or competition.
IN CONSIDERATION of my above acknowledgements, representations and warranties and of TAOS
SKI VALLEY, INC., the Organizers and the Sponsors of the Event, including (hereinafter collectively
“TSV”) issuing a nontransferable permission to allow me to participate and/or compete in the Event, I
VOLUNTARILY AGREE TO ASSUME ALL RISKS OF INJURY, DEATH AND PROPERTY
DAMAGE which might be associated with or result from my practice, training for, participation and/or
competition in the Event.
I UNDERSTAND IT IS MY SOLE RESPONSIBILITY AND I AGREE to view, evaluate and
understand the venue of the Event BEFORE I participate and/or compete and to not participate and/or
compete if the venues of the Event or adjacent areas or conditions are not to my satisfaction, and I AGREE
FURTHER as follows:
I RELEASE FROM LIABILITY, PROMISE NOT TO SUE TSV, their employees, representatives,
agents, officers, directors, owners, affiliated companies and other related entities from any claim or legal
action for any damage, injury or death to me or to any person or property, arising out of or in any way
connected with the Event and my practice and training for and participation and/or competition in it,
whether caused by NEGLIGENCE of TSV or for any other reason.
I AGREE TO DEFEND AND INDEMNIFY TSV, from any claim, legal action, harm, injury, damage or
loss for personal injury, death or property damage AND TO HOLD HARMLESS TSV, their employees,
representatives, agents, officers, directors and from any claim, legal action, harm, injury damages or loss to
person and/or property by me, on my behalf or by THIRD PARTIES injured by me, including but not
limited to attorney’s fees and costs.
I AUTHORIZE personnel authorized by TSV to call for medical care for me and to transport me to a
medical facility or other emergency medical service personnel in Taos Ski Valley if, in the opinion of such
personnel, I need medical attention. I AGREE that upon transporting me to such facility or personnel, all
responsibility of TSV shall be totally fulfilled and TSV shall have no responsibility for me or my medical
care. Further, I AGREE to pay all costs associated with such transportation and medical care, and I agree
to indemnify and hold harmless TSV of and from any costs incurred in connection therewith, in accordance
with the immediately preceding paragraph.
I CONTRACTUALLY AGREE that all disputes between me and TSV arising from the Event, including
claims for personal injury, death or property damage, will be GOVERNED BY THE LAWS OF THE
STATE OF NEW MEXICO and EXCLUSIVE JURISDICTION thereof will be in the state or federal
courts of NEW MEXICO.
I HAVE READ AND I UNDERSTAND the terms of the above Full and Complete Release of Liability
and Indemnity Agreement and I am signing it freely and of my own accord, realizing IT IS BINDING
upon me, my heirs, assigns. I AM AWARE THAT THIS CONTRACT IS LEGALLY BINDING AND
THAT BY SIGNING BELOW I AM WAIVING MY LEGAL RIGHTS.
If any part of this agreement is deemed unenforceable, the remainder shall be an enforceable contract
between the parties. I AM AWARE THAT THIS CONTRACT IS LEGALLY BINDING AND THAT
I AM RELEASING LEGAL RIGHTS BY SIGNING IT.
______________________________________________________ DATED: _______________________
COMPETITOR’S SIGNATURE

FULL AND COMPLETE RELEASE OF LIABILITY AND INDEMNITY AGREEMENT-MINOR
NAME: ____________________________________AGE:_____ SEX: M F
PARENT AND/OR GUARDIAN_____________________________________________
ADDRESS:_______________________ CITY__________ST_______ ZIP_____________
THIS IS A LIABILITY RELEASE - READ CAREFULLY BEFORE SIGNING:
I ACKNOWLEDGE AND REPRESENT that I am at least 18 years of age, I am a parent and/or guardian
of the minor child identified herein (referred to as "my Child"), I have authority to enter into this release
and indemnity contract on behalf of my Child, on my own behalf and on behalf of any other parent or
guardian of my Child, and I do so FREELY, FULLY AND
WITHOUT RESERVATION. THE UNDERSIGNED, FOR MY CHILD, MYSELF AND ANY
OTHER PARENT/GUARDIAN OF MY CHILD, HEREBY REPRESENTS TO AND CONTRACTS
AND AGREES WITH TAOS SKI VALLEY, INC. and the Organizers and Sponsors of the abovenamed Event (hereinafter collectively “TSV”) as follows:
I ACKNOWLEDGE that the supervised training, practices, unsupervised individual skiing and related
activities ( the “Event”), are HAZARDOUS activities, have many dangers and risks, including obstacles
natural or manmade, marked or unmarked, and may result in injury or death to my Child, and I
acknowledge that I have made a voluntary choice to allow my Child compete and/or participate in the
Event DESPITE THE RISKS presented.
I REPRESENT AND WARRANT that my Child is at least fourteen (14) years of age, that he/she is a
skilled and experienced skier, that he/she is in good health, that he/she does not have any special physical
or health problems and that I have neither received nor made any special instructions regarding his/her
participation and/or competition.
IN CONSIDERATION of my above acknowledgements, representations and warranties and of TAOS
SKI VALLEY, INC., the Organizers and the Sponsors of the Event, (hereinafter collectively “TSV”)
issuing a nontransferable permission to permit my Child to participate and/or compete in the Event, for my
Child, for myself and for any parent/guardian of my Child I VOLUNTARILY AGREE TO ASSUME
ALL RISKS OF INJURY, DEATH AND PROPERTY DAMAGE which might be
associated with or result from my practice, training for, participation and/or competition in the Event.
I UNDERSTAND IT IS MY SOLE RESPONSIBILITY AND I AGREE to view, evaluate and
understand the venue of the Event BEFORE I allow my Child to participate and/or compete and to refuse
to allow my Child participate and/or compete if the venues of the Event or adjacent areas or conditions are
not to my satisfaction, and I AGREE FURTHER as follows:
For my Child, for myself and for any parent/guardian of my Child, I RELEASE FROM LIABILITY,
PROMISE NOT TO SUE TSV, their employees, representatives, agents, officers, directors, owners,
affiliated companies and other related entities from any claim or legal action by me, any other
parent/guardian of my Child, my Child, anyone on behalf of my Child and by my Child’s estate, heirs and
assigns for any damage, injury or death to my Child or to any person or property, arising out of or in any
way connected with the Event and my Child’s practice and training for and participation and/or competition
in it, whether caused by NEGLIGENCE of TSV or for any other reason.
I AGREE TO DEFEND AND INDEMNIFY TSV, from any claim, legal action, harm, injury, damage or
loss for personal injury, death or property damage AND TO HOLD HARMLESS TSV, their employees,
representatives, agents, officers, directors and from any claim, legal action, harm, injury damages or loss to
person and/or property by me, any other parent/guardian of my Child, or my Child or on his/her behalf,
even after my Child has attained majority or by THIRD PARTIES injured by my Child,
including but not limited to attorney’s fees and costs.
I AUTHORIZE TSV’s authorized personnel to call for medical care for my Child and to transport my
Child to a medical facility or other emergency medical service personnel in Taos Ski Valley if, in the
opinion of such personnel, my Child needs medical attention. I AGREE that upon transporting my Child to
such facility or personnel, all responsibility of TSV shall be totally fulfilled and TSV shall have no
responsibility for my Child or my Child’s medical care. Further, I AGREE to pay all costs associated with
such transportation and medical care, and I agree to indemnify and hold harmless TSV of and from any
costs incurred in connection therewith, in accordance with the immediately preceding paragraph.
I CONTRACTUALLY AGREE that all disputes between TSV me, my Child and any other
parent/guardian of my Child relating to my Child’s participation and/or competition in or arising from the
Event, including claims for personal injury, death or property damage, will be GOVERNED BY THE
LAWS OF THE STATE OF NEW MEXICO and EXCLUSIVE JURISDICTION thereof will be in the

state or federal courts of NEW MEXICO.
I HAVE READ AND I UNDERSTAND the terms of the above Full and Complete Release of Liability
and Indemnity Agreement and I am signing it freely and of my own accord, realizing IT IS BINDING
upon me, my Child, any other parent/guardian of my Child and our heirs and assigns. If any part of this
agreement is deemed unenforceable, the remainder shall be an enforceable contract between the parties. I
AM AWARE THAT THIS CONTRACT IS LEGALLY BINDING AND THAT I AM RELEASING
LEGAL RIGHTS BY SIGNING IT.
Minor Child (Print Name):________________________________________
Parent/Guardian (Print Name):____________________________________
Signature:____________________________________________ Date: ____________
Mailing Address:__________________________________________________
Telephone Number with Area Code: _________________________________

